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• Luke 12:13-15 

What does this mean? 

 

• Matthew 6:19-24 

I think this is one of those passages that maybe can be better understood in reverse 

First, what is this section about? 

• Matthew 6:24 

What does this verse mean? 

This use of the words “love” and “hate” are odd 

• Luke 14:26-27 

What does this mean? Are we really supposed to “hate” our families? 

Again you can see the Hebraic tendency here 

In the sermon on the Mount, in regards to lust Jesus suggests cutting off your hands and plucking out your eyes 

Clearly isn’t recommending that…but is stressing how significant it is for us in this area 

It is the same here…literally means in relationship to one another 

In Hebrew the “hate” can also mean to “love less” 

Or to place clearly in 2
nd

 place 

• Genesis 29:31 

• Genesis 29:30 

In verse 31 it looks like Jacob hates her, when in reality he does love her, just not nearly as much as Rachel 

• Luke 8:1-3 

What is going on here? 

Literally means they supported Him out of “their wealth” 

So what is Jesus’ perspective on money? Is it evil? 

• Luke 16:9 

What is He commanding be done here? 

 

• Matthew 6:24 

So now, what does this mean? 

Money isn’t evil, in fact it can really be used to serve, just don’t make the mistake of placing on top of your life 

In fact, in relationship to God and the things of God, it should look like HATE compared to your LOVE for Him 

 

Now we can go back to the beginning of this section 

• Matthew 6:19-21 

“break in” = Dave Eckman, literally means to dig through 

Image is burrowing through a clay wall like a rodent 

Word to “store up” or “lay up” = same word used in the Parable of the Rich Man 

• Luke 12:16-21 

Again, are we being told not to make money, work hard and smart? 

No, but in relationship to God and the things of God… 

What you pursue, ultimately PURSUE, will be what you SERVE 

And beware lest you confuse the two and convince yourself that you are keeping it straight 

Also, what does He mean, “in heaven”? 

Not a distant place, the realm of His Kingdom NOW 

* By the way, riches are only one of the 3 things Jesus warns in the Parable of the Sower and the Seed that will choke 

you out 

The other two are worries of the world and desires for other things 

* Note – only time Jesus ever tells someone to get rid of all they have – rich young ruler = to test his heart 

 

• Matthew 6:22-23 

What the heck does this mean, “if your eye is clear/good”? 



Is this good English? What is weird about this statement? 

In the context of this passage, what do we KNOW this has to do with? 

• Deut. 15:7-11 

Notice verse 9 = “and your EYE” = again, singular 

What is this whole passage about? 

Generosity 

• Matthew 20:14-15 

Again, EYE = generous 

Do you remember the discussion on what an IDIOM is? 

Raining cats and dogs, in Spanish burned my eyelids or What color is Napoleons white horse (means you are stupid) 

In Matthew 6:22-23 we have a Hebrew Idiom 

If the eye is clear/good = GENEROUS 

If your eye is bad = STINGY OR SELFISH OR UNGENEROUS 

 

Rabbis humorously placed people in 4 categories: 

1. He who says, what is mine is mine and what is thine is thine. 

[This is the average person…actually said this is the people of Sodom] 

2. He who says, what is mine is thine, and what is thine is mine. 

[He is Ignorant] 

3. He who says, what is mine is thine, and what is thine is thine. 

[He is a saint] 

4. He who says, what is mine is mine, and what is thine is mine. 

[He is wicked] 

 

Anxiety 

• Matthew 6:25-34 

If you had to characterize Jesus from these verses, how would you describe Him? 

Really seems quite relaxed and content 

What are some of the images Jesus describes in this section? 

Where would this come from? 

Just spent a ton of time looking, watching, contemplating 

Is this kind of stuff that Jesus speaks about obvious? 

What do you have to be like to observe this kind of stuff? 

Living in the moment 

Present to the right now…the Kingdom of God mindset 

Not what? 

Not tomorrow, next week, next month 

Not the 10 year growth plan 

Dave Eckman’s ministry – taking off, just back from Singapore – Mongolia, China, Cambodia, asked him if he 

envisioned all this – literally laughed at my question 

 

Does clothing and food and a roof not matter to Jesus? What is His solution to these things? 

They do matter to Him, just that He knows He is being taken care of by a very present caring Father 

 

• Luke 10:38-42 

 


